
How to Create a Five Year Plan

Seniors, Graduation Pathways



What is a Five Year Plan?

• A five year plan is a way to have an outline so 
students can keep track of their future goals.  
The plan puts into perspective what efforts 
and practices it will take to achieve our 
personal motives.  



First Step:  Write what you want to 
accomplish.  

• In this portion of the five year plan, write a 
paragraph where you explain your goals for 
the next five years.  These goals may be 
personal, professional, or educational.  It is a 
paragraph for reflection for where you see 
yourself in five years.  



Second Step:  Strengths and 
Weaknesses

• Next, you would like to make a list of skills 
that display your own strengths and 
weaknesses.  Remember, that this reflection is 
important because we want to assess how we 
can achieve our goals by using our strengths, 
and how we can reach our goals by correcting 
our weaknesses.  



Third Step:  Year #1

• With your goals in mind, create a plan on how 
you will begin your journey in year 1.  Please 
write down steps of what you are going to do.  
Also, please write down any potential 
roadblocks that may come in your way.  
Please keep in mind any and all types of goals 
that you would like to achieve.  



Fourth Step:  Year #2

• For the second year, keep in mind how you 
would like to progress toward your goals.  
Please repeat the same steps that you 
completed in Year #1.  



Fifth Step: Year #3 

• Please repeat the same two steps.  Please 
keep in mind of how your path or journey may 
change in the third year of your plan.  What 
new challenges may arise?  What new 
roadblocks may get in the way?  



Sixth Step:  Year #4

• In year four, please keep in mind how your 
journey may change.  These changes may be 
personal, financial, educational, or 
professional.  Also, please keep in mind of 
other things that may represent possible 
roadblocks.  



Step #7:  Year #5

• This is the final year of your plan.  Be sure to 
include your final goals of your plan, and how 
you can achieve these goals.  Remember to 
keep educational, financial, professional, and 
personal goals in mind.   



Step #8:  Final Goal Statement

• At the end of your five year plan, include a 
goal statement that will keep you focused on 
your long term goals.  


